
Public Meeting ςFort Polk 
April  2011



Agenda

1. Project background and status update

2. Summary of results from October and December meetings

3. Draft guiding principles

4. Review of alternative growth scenarios for the parish

5. Next steps

6. Group exercise ïWhat public improvements/growth options 

would you fund?



Project Background and 
Status 
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What is a Comprehensive Plan

Å The Comprehensive Plan is a blueprint to guide decisions 

about how Vernon Parish will grow and develop in the future 

Å You involvement in the planning process help us to 

understand what makes your community great and how it 

can be better 

Å The document will provide policy guidance on land use, 

transportation, housing, the environment, cultural/heritage 

resources, economic development and job creation, 

infrastructure, and public facilities, including parks
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Project Status 

Å Community Profile delivered

Å Current phase of work is focused on developing alternative 

growth scenarios 

Å Next phase is work is focused on drafting plan goals and 

recommendations

Å Open house scheduled for June 21



October and December 
Meeting Results
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Quality of Life in Rural Communities

The USDA says the measures for quality rural communities 

are:

Å The availability of good-paying jobs

Å Access to critical services, such as education and health 

care

Å Strong communities

Å A healthy natural environment



October Meeting Results 
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December Meeting Results 

Å Meeting participants were asked how much they liked types 

of housing,  parks and open space, and retail 

Å Participants were also asked to draw on base maps of their 

communities:

Å where you would like to see development or where you do not want 

to see change

Å additional detail on the map (for example, what kinds of retail or 

housing you would like to see) 

Å Results varied among individual communities
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